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AWARDS/MEDALS/HONORS/PRIZE
 United Nations Military Gender Advocate of the year 2019 award = Indian major Suman
Gawani and Brazilian Naval Officer Carla Monteiro de Castro Araujo.
 Nikkei Asia Prize 2020 in the category of 'Science and Technology' = Thalappil Pradeep.
 Pulitzer Prize 2020 in feature photography = Dar Yasin, Mukhtar Khan and Channi Anand.
The Pulitzer Prize is considered as the highest honour that United States-based journalists and
organisations can receive.
 DW Freedom of Speech Award 2020 = Siddharth Varadarajan [India] for showing
“outstanding commitment to human rights and freedom of expression in the media”.
 ‘Order of Rising Sun’ by Japan government = Thangjam Dhabali Singh. Award for promoting
a better understanding of Japan in India and deepening ties between the two countries.
 Marcus Wallenberg Prize 2020 = Joseph J Landsberg, Richard H Waring and Nicholas C
Coops for forest sector’ for 3-PG (Physiological Principles Predicting Growth), a model to predict
forest growth in a changing climate.
 Young Career Award in Nano Science & Technology for the year 2020 = IIT Bombay Professor
Saurabh Lodha.
 SKYTRAX Award 2020 = Kempegowda International Airport, Bengaluru for being the Best
Regional Airport in India and Central Asia. Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International Airport,
Mumbai was voted as Best Airport Staff in India & Central Asia. Changi Airport, Singapore
was voted the World’s Best Airport. Tokyo Haneda Airport was voted the World’s Cleanest
Airport.
 Fed Cup Heart Award 2020 for Asia/Oceania zone = Sania Mirza becomes 1st Indian to win
this award.
 Dalrymple Award 2019 = Vice Admiral Vinay Badhwar for his outstanding contribution to
Indian hydrography and across the broader Indian Ocean region. The award was presented by the
UK Ministry of Defence.
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REPORTS/COMMITTEEG /INDEX/SURVEY/STUDY
 Budget Transparency and Accountability survey by the International Budget Partnership
= India ranked 53rd among 117 countries [India scored 49 out 0f 100 in the survey, score was
above the global average of 45] + New Zealand topped.
 India placed 3rd in scientific publication according to The National Science and Technology
Management Information (NSTMIS) report. [USA 1st and China 2nd.]. The gross expenditure on
Research and Development in the country has tripled between 2008 and 2018.
 The Global Report on Food Crisis, 2020 = by the Global Network against Food Crisis. Yemen =
topped with 15.9 million people under food crisis. The Global Network against food crisis was an
initiative that was launched by European Union, World Food Programme, and Food and
Agriculture Organization. It works towards achieving zero hunger goals. [Zero Hunger Goal-2 of
the Sustainable Development Agenda, 2030.]
 “Lost At Home”- A Report released by UNICEF = In India, according to the report, the
displacements were mainly due to disasters. Around 5 million were displaced in India in 2019 due to
natural disasters. This mainly includes floods and storms.
 Report by the Registrar General of India 2020 =
National birth rate stood at 20,
Death rate at 6.2 .
Infant mortality rate at 32. [ The IMR according to the data has declined about one-fourth as
compared to 1971 census. In the last decade, around 35% decline of IMR has been witnessed in
rural areas.]
 Global Nutrition Report, 2020 = by World Health Organization [WHO]
According to the report, India is one among the 88 countries that are to miss global nutrition
targets set for the year 2025. India also has highest rates of domestic inequalities, especially in
malnutrition. Along with Nigeria and Indonesia, India was declared the least performing in case
of disparities in stunting. India is to miss the target on major 4 nutritional indicators are
anemia among women in reproductive age, stunting among children under-5, exclusive breast
feeding and childhood overweight.
 Global Energy Transition Index by World Economic Forum = India has moved up to 74th rank
showing improvements in key parameters such as energy security, growth and environmental
sustainability. Sweden has topped the ranking for the third consecutive year. It was followed by
Switzerland and Finland.
 World Economic Situation and Prospects Report, 2020 by United Nations = world economy is
to shrink by 3.2% in 2020. The GDP growth in developed countries will decline to -0.5% in 2020.
The report says that the growth rate of India in 2018 was 6.8% and in 2019 it was 4.1%. It will
reduce to 1.2% in 2020. The report predicts that the growth of India will raise eventually in 2021
hitting 5.5%
 World Steel report = India’s steel output declined by 65%. China has reported 1.7% fall in
steel production. This is the first time China is facing an output decline. US faced a decline of
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32%.
 “State Of The World’s Nursing Report-2020” has been released by the World Health
Organization. This is the first State of the world’s nursing report.
 Rajesh Bhushan committee = The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW) has
constituted a committee to reform the Drug Regulatory System.
 World Happiness Report 2020 by United Nations.
Finland 1st & Afghanistan last
India ranks 144th.
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GOVT. SCHEMES/PORTAL /APPS/INITIATIVES
 AYURAKSHA Programme= organised by The All India Institute of Ayurveda (AIIA) under
the Ministry of AYUSH & Delhi Police. Objective = to maintain the health of front-line workers
of COVID-19.
 E-NAM (National Agriculture Market) = It was launched on 14th April 2016 as a pan-India
electronic trade portal linking Agricultural Produce Market Committees (APMCs) across the
States. It provides for contactless remote bidding and mobile-based anytime payment for which
traders do not need to either visit mandis or banks for the same. Recently government undertake
Integration of Negotiable Warehouse Receipt System (e-NWRs) Module with e-NAM.The
scheme aimed to network all the mandis under the platform called “One Nation One Market”.
 ‘One Nation One Ration Card’ scheme = Launched by Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food
and Public Distribution. It will be available across the country from July 1, 2020. Objective = to
introduce nation-wide portability of ration card holders under National Food Security Act, 2013
(NFSA). Benefits - It will allow portability of food security benefitse. to lift their entitlement food
grains from any Fair Price Shop in the country so poor migrant workers will be able to buy
subsidised rice and wheat from any ration shop in the country, so long as their ration cards
are linked to Aadhaar.It would integrate the existing PDS systems/portals of States/UTs with the
Central systems/portals.
 “The Saras Collection” on the GeM (Government E Marketplace) platform = The initiative is a
joint effort of the Ministry of rural development, GeM and Deen Dayal Antyodaya YojanaNational Rural Livelihood Mission (DAY-NRLM). GeM is a government owned portal that was
set up as National Public Procurement Portal in order to procure goods and services that are required
by the central and state governments. The platform helps to reduce human intervention.
 GARUD [Government Authorisation for Relief Using Drones] Portal = launched by The
Directorate General of Civil Aviation [DGCA]. To assist state entities to obtain exemptions from
central government to operate drones for COVID-19 purposes. The smart cities are employing
drones to spray disinfectants on the roads and other public places.
 “Nana Nani Abhiyan” = by NITI Aayog . The campaign targets to reach 2.9 million senior
citizens that are spread in 25 Aspirational Districts.
The Aspirational District launched by PM Modi. Aspirational Districts are those districts in the
country that are affected by poor socio-economic factors. Around 115 districts were identified
from 28 states under the programme. The main principles of the programme are convergence,
collaboration and competition.
 “Nigah” Scheme = launched by Himachal Pradesh. Aims at educating family members that are
coming from other parts of the country.
 “Ayush Kavach” application = Uttar Pradesh. Objective - to help people access prescriptions.
 Atal Pension Yojana completes 5 years = launched on May 9, 2015.
The Scheme can be subscribed by any Indian citizen of age 18 to 40 years. Upon enrollment, the
scheme provides a minimum guaranteed pension of Rs 1000 to Rs 5000 on attaining 60 years of age.
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Also, when the pensioner dies, it amounts to guaranteed pension for lifetime to the spouse. In case
of death of the both the subscriber and spouse, a nominee shall claim the amount. The scheme was
replaced with Swavalamban Yojana. It was established to provide old age income security to the
unorganized sector. It was launched by PM Modi in 2015 at Kolkata.
 Atma Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyan= Under the scheme, the government of India is to support key
sectors and also help achieve measures undertaken by Reserve Bank of India. Under the new
scheme, 20 lakh crore of package has been announced. The economic package is 10% of the
GDP.
 PM-KISAN = The Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi Yojana was launched on 24th
February, 2019. Under the scheme, all the small and marginal farmers are to be provided with
income support of Rs 6,000 per year in three installments. The amount is to be directly deposited
to the farmers’ accounts. The annual expenditure estimated to implement the scheme is Rs 75,000
crore.
 SAMARTH scheme = an e-governance platform developed under National Mission of Education
in Information and Communication Technology Scheme [NMEICT Scheme]. Developed by the
Department of Higher Education operating under Ministry of Human Resources and
Development. it is implemented by NIT Kurukshetra. The platform will provide information to
strengthen the productivity through better information management.
 “Goal [Going Online As Leaders]Programme” = Lunched by ministry of tribal affairs in
partnership with Facebook.
Objectives = to provide mentorship to the tribal youth in digital mode. This will act as catalyst to
bring out more hidden talents of tribal youth. Also, it will help in their personal development.
 Pradhan Mantri Ujjawala Yojana completes 4 years of success= The Pradhan Mantri Ujjawala
Yojana was launched in May 2016. The scheme has so far helped more than 8 crore families via
Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT).
 National Migrant Information System developed by National Disaster Management Authority.
It is a central online repository for the migrant workers. The online portal will help in interstate communication to facilitate smooth movement of migrant workers. The portal also has added
advantages such as contact tracing that will help in COVID-19 response work.
 PM E-Vidya = is to be launched that will unify the efforts related to online education. It will also
increase multi-mode access to education. It will include two major initiatives namely “One Nation
One Digital Platform” and “One Class One Channel”
 One National One Digital Platform = will include DIKSHA. This will now become major digital
infrastructure of the country that will provide quality content to school children.
 One Class One Channel initiative = will provide quality education material for all classes from
Class I to Class 12. This will include Swayam online courses, study material for differently abled
people called DAISY (Digitally Accessible Information System). This is to benefit more than 25
crore children.
 Mandorapan Initiative = is to provide psychological support to teachers, students and families.
will provide support to national directory of counselors. A toll-free help line will be launched.
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 “Scheme for Formalisation of Micro Food Processing Enterprises” = a new Centrally
Sponsored Scheme. It has been announced for the Unorganized Sector on All India basis with an
outlay of Rs. 10,000 crore, the expenditure of which will be borne by the Government Of India
and the States in ratio of 60:40. Target beneficiary = 2,00,000 microenterprises, Farmer producer
organisations, Self Help Groups as well as the cooperatives.
Objectives =
To increase the accessibility of finance to the micro food processing units.
To enhance compliance with food quality and safety standards
To convert the unorganized sector to the formal sector.
 Mahatma Jyotiba Phule Jan Aarogya Yojana. = Maharashtra state will provide free health
treatment to cent per cent population of the state. With this inclusion, Maharashtra has become
India’s first state to provide free and cashless insurance premium to the people of the state.
 Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY) has been recently approved by the Union
Cabinet = implemented from FY 2020-21 to FY 2024-25 i.e. for a period of 5-years. PMMSY is a
umbrella scheme constituting two separate components such as: Central Sector Scheme and
Centrally Sponsored Scheme. Objective = to harness the fisheries potential in a sustainable,
responsible, inclusive as well as equitable manner.
 Ministry of Human Resources Development has launched a new mobile application called
“National Test Abhyas” that was developed by the National Testing Agency to help the
candidates to take mock tests for exams such as JEE Mains, NEET, etc.
 TRIFED has partnered with UNICEF to initiate “Van Dhan Samajik Doori Jagrookta
Abhiyaan“ under which tribals will be provided with relevant information regarding COVID-19
along with several guidelines, nationwide and state-specific webinars and instructions on safety
measures to be followed.
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ECONOMY/BANKING
 Core industries growth has reduced by 6.5% in the month of March. This is the sharpest reduction
since 2012. Core sectors = crude oil, steel, natural gas, refinery product, cement, fertilizer,
electricity and coal. The eight core industries have a weight of 40.27% in the Index of Industrial
Production. Refinery products - highest weightage & Fertilizer lowest weightage in the eight
core industries. Index of Industrial Production - published by the Central Statistical
Organization. The IIP base year. 2011-12.
 Bharat Market = a National E-Commerce Marketplace launched by Confederation of All India
Traders [CAIT]
 SC places Cooperative banks under SARFAESI Act = The Apex court has also ruled that the
Cooperative Banks have also come under the definition of banks under Banking Regulation Act,
1949. Sarfaesi Act is Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement
of Security Interest Act. The banks utilize the act as tool to recover bad loans, especially the nonperforming assets.
 Recently, the Central government approved an Ordinance to bring all urban and multi-state cooperative banks under the direct supervision of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). Till now, all the
co-operative banks came under dual regulation of the RBI and the Registrar of Co-operative
Societies, resulting in regulatory and supervisory lapses at many of these banks. The RBI had no
powers to draw up an enforceable scheme of reconstruction of a co-operative bank. However, from
now onwards the urban and multi-state co-operative will come under the direct supervision of RBI.
Co-operative Banking is a financial entity which belongs to its members, who are at the same time
the owners and the customers of their bank. It is distinct from commercial banks. They are
broadly classified into Urban and Rural co-operative banks based on their region of operation.
They are registered under the Co-operative Societies Act of the State concerned or under
the Multi-State Co-operative Societies Act, 2002.
The Co-operative banks are also governed by the
1. Banking Regulations Act, 1949
2. Banking Laws (Co-operative Societies) Act, 1955.
 “Champions Portal” = launched by Ministry of MSME (Micro Small and Medium Enterprises)=
The portal aims at creating modern ICT tools to assist Indian MSMEs. Champions stand for
Creation and Harmonious Application of Modern Processes. It aims to increase output and
national strength.
 CPGRAMS is called Centralized Public Grievances and Monitoring System. It was developed
by the National Informatics Centre along with DARPG (Department of Administrative Reforms and
Public Grievances) and Directorate of Public Grievances. CPGRAMS aims at receiving, redressing
and monitoring public grievances. The portal helps the citizens to track their grievances registered
with Government of India.
 KVIC to implement “Vocal for Local” initiative = The Vocal for Local aims to give voice to the
local produce. In other words, it aims to promote local produce. In order to achieve, “Vocal for
Local”, the KVIC has issued guidelines to implement the flagship projects under PMEGP (Prime
Minister Employment Generation Programme). PMEGP programme is implemented by
KVIC.
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 New Development Bank was founded in 2014. The headquarters of the bank is located in
Shanghai, China. It aims to foster development of its member countries, support economic growth,
promote competitiveness and build knowledge sharing platform. The bank was formed by the
BRICS nations.
 India and ADB sign 177 million USD to upgrade Maharashtra State Highways =
Asian Development Bank [ADB]
Establishment=19 December 1966.
HQ = Manila, Philippines
Objective = to promote social and economic development in Asia and #Pacific.
Members = 68 [India is a member]
Japan holds the largest proportion of shares at 15.6% followed by US, China and India(4th=6.3%).
From its inception "only japan" hold president office of ADB.
 The financial stability and development council is an apex body constituted by GoI. The idea was
mooted in 2008 by the Raghuram Rajan Committee. Chairman = finance minister. Functions
of the council = financial sector development, financial stability, inter-regulatory coordination,
financial inclusion, financial literacy.
 Pai = An Artificial Intelligence Virtual Assistant chatbot to increase financial inclusion in
India by National Payment Corporation of India.The PAI can be accessed 24/7. It provides
information about NPCI products. The queries can be sent by the users through text or voice. In
order to send queries, the users shall use websites of RuPay, NPCI and UPI. Currently, PAI is
available in English and Hindi.
 According to data released by the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT) = Total foreign direct investment (FDI) into India jumped 18 percent to $73.46 billion in
the 2019-20 financial year — the highest in four years.
Sector wise FDI = services ($ 7.85 billion), computer software and hardware ($ 7.67 billion),
telecommunications ($ 4.44 billion), trading ($ 4.57 billion) and automobiles ($ 2.82 billion).
Singapore once again emerged as the largest equity FDI source.
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DEFENCE NEWS/SECURITY/MILITARY EXERCISE
 Shekatar Committee = recommended closure of military farms and postal establishments in
peace regions. It also recommended enhancement of standards to recruit drivers in the army and
clerical staff. It had made several changes in the reorganization of the Army Headquarters. The
numbers of officers were recommended to reduce to 200.
 DHRUVs [ Defence Research Ultraviolet Sanitizer] = UV based Sanitizer by DRDO to sanitize
phones.
 Defence Testing Infrastructure Scheme = The Defence Research Development Organization
and the 41 ordinance factories in the country have created testing facilities for ammunition,
firearms, radar and electronic arms at the expense of GoI. Funding = 75:25 by centre & state
respectively.
 ICGS Sachet Commissioned in Goa = First Coast Guard Offshore Patrol Vessel. ICGS Sachet is
one of the five ships under CGOPV (Coast Guard Offshore Patrol Vehicle) project. All the five
ships including ICGS Sachet are 105 meters long and are capable of carrying 2,350 tonnes of
load.
 The Indian Army is to convert the 61st cavalry, the only horse serving cavalry in the world into a
regular armoured regiment with tanks [combat force]. The 61st cavalry was raised in 1953. It was
raised by amalgamating the horse mounted cavalry units in the princely states of India. The soldiers
in the cavalry are armed with lances,
 Indian Air Force shelves three main projects = The shelved project includes the plan to buy 20
additional Hawk Planes from the United Kingdom, 30 Jaguar fighter planes from the US and
38 trainer aircrafts.
 “AGNEEPRASTHA”= The Missile Park aims to provide information about the history of INS
Kalinga. The main attraction of the park is the P-70 Ametist. It is an anti-ship missile that is
launched under water. The Missile Park will also be a motivational arena for minds that are
interested in missiles and missile technologies. The INS Kalinga is an Indian Navy establishment
that reports to the Eastern Naval Command. It is located in Vishakhapatnam.
 Indian Navy has formed “NavRakshak” PPE kit with innovative breathable fabric material to
provide comfort to healthcare workers working against COVID-19 pandemic wearing multi-layered
coverall PPE treating patients within the hot and humid condition. This PPE kit made by Surgeon
Lieutenant Commander Arnab Ghosh.
 Directorate General Defence Estates (DGDE), Ministry of Defence and eGov Foundation has
inked an MoU for Online Management of Cantonment Boards. These services will be delivered
under a cloud-based platform DIGIT (Digital Infrastructure for Governance, Impact &
Transformation). These services will be provided under the program named e-Chhawani.
 Landing Craft Utility Ship ‘INLCU L57’ commissioned into Indian Navy in Port Blair. It has
been built by the Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers Limited (GRSE). The “INLCU L57” is
the seventh LCU Mark IV class warship.
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 Tejas Mk-1 FOC aircraft has been inducted by the Indian Air Force (IAF) into the recently
resurrected No 18 Squadron the “Flying Bullets” at Air Force Station Sulur.
 Operation Sanjeevani = Indian Air Force (IAF) airlifted 6.2 tonnes of essential medicines and
hospital consumables with its C-130 transport aircraft and delivered it to the Maldives under
Operation Sanjeevani
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ENVIRONMENTS
 CO2 Emissions of India falls in 4 decades = According to the study conducted by Centre for
Research on Energy and Clean Air (CREA). The study says that the carbon dioxide emissions in
India have reduced by 15% in March and by 30% in April. The study also says that the latest
consumption of oil and gas, coal has declined. It has fell by 30 million tonnes in 2019-20 in the
country as compared to that of the previous year.
 Global Forest Resources Assessment, 2020 by Food and Agriculture Organization = around
178 million hectares of forests is lost in the last 30 years. Africa had the largest decline of forest of
all the continents. The report says that between 2015 and 2020, the rate of forest loss has declined to
10 million hectares. Between 2010 and 2015, the forest loss was 12 million hectares. This shows
that the rate of forest loss is declining.
 Super Cyclone Amphan
Cyclone Amphan is a tropical cyclone formed over the Bay of Bengal that has intensified to “super
cyclone". It has been named by Thailand.
Amphan is the equivalent of a Category 5 hurricane on the Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale.
Difference between storm>Cyclone>super cyclone based on wind speeds at their centre.
◆cyclonic storms (61 to 88 kmph)
◆severe cyclonic storms (89 to 117 kmph)
◆very severe cyclonic storms (118 to 166 kmph)
◆extremely severe cyclonic storms (167 to 221 kmph)
◆super cyclones (222 kmph or higher)
Major cyclones that hit Indian coasts:
1] PABUK 2] FANI 3] VAYU 4] HIKAA 5] BULBUL
GEMINI Device = Government launched the GAGAN Enabled Mariner’s Instrument for
Navigation and Information (GEMINI) device to dissemination of emergency information and
communication on disaster warnings, Potential Fishing Zones (PFZ) and Ocean States Forecasts
(OSF) to fishermen.
 Super Earth = The scientists from New Zealand have discovered the “Super Earth”. It potentially
holds the conditions to sustain human life. The planet is larger than the earth and hence the name
Super Earth”. The planet could be cold according to the scientists as the star is much smaller than
the sun. Due to this reason, water may not exist in its liquid state, but might occur as ice. As the
planet is heavier in mass, it might take 617 days to revolve around its star. Goldilocks Zone is the
space around a star where temperature aptly sustains water in liquid state. The space also supports
life.
 The rare palm is called Pinanga andamanensis and is a critically endangered species. There are
only 600 specimens of the species at present. It is tiny and generally grows in evergreen forests.
Rare Palm from Andaman replanted in Kerala to prevent its Extinction.
 Exploration underneath Assam DibruSaikhowa National Park receives Environmental
Clearance = The park is the only region in India that supports feral horses. The Feral horse is not
a true wild horse. The only true wild horse that exists today is the Przewalski’s horse that is
native to Central Asia. The Prezewalski horse was first classified as extinct by the IUCN red list.
Later, they were reclassified as critically endangered in 2008 and endangered in 2011.[ locate this
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NP on map ]
 Ministry of New and Renewable Energy launched a scheme to 100% solarize the Konark town
and Konark sun temple completely. Implemented by Odisha Renewable Energy
Development Agency. Government of India will provide a 100% Central Financial Assistance
(CFA) support of around Rs 25 Crores through Ministry of New & Renewable Energy. The
Konark Sun Temple is a world heritage monument. It was built in the 13th century. It was built
by King Narasimhadeva I. The temple had been designed in the shape of a chariot. It was
declared a UNESCO World Heritage site in 1984.
 The year 2020 is called = Super Year for Biodiversity. India marks the “Super Year of
Biodiversity” with the Conservation of Migratory Species Conference of Parties 13. The year
includes UN summit in September 2020 and will end in UN Biodiversity Conference in the end
of 2020.
 The Locusts swarming in the Northern parts of India have so far reached Rajasthan, Punjab,
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh. Desert Locusts are from the family of grasshoppers. They
normally live and breed in desert regions. However, they feed on green vegetation. A single swarm
of locusts consist of 40 to 80 million adults. They are capable of travelling upto 150 km in a day.
Locust warning organisation (1939) under ICAR
Field HQ-jodhpur
Centre HQ -faridabad
It was established in 1939 and amalgamated in 1946 with the Directorate of Plant Protection
Quarantine and Storage (PPQS) of the Ministry of Agriculture.
monitoring and control of the locust situation in Scheduled Desert Areas mainly in Rajasthan and
Gujarat and partly in Punjab and Haryana.
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS
 India placed on the “Priority Watch List” for Intellectual Property Protection by the US + reason IP challenges in India makes it difficult for the US businessmen to receive, maintain and enforce
patents in the country + other 10 countries China, Argentina, Algeria, Chile, Russia, Indonesia,
Saudi Arabia, Venezuela and Ukraine.
 Hezbollah classified as Terrorist Organization by Germany = The Hezbollah is a Shia Islamist
political party that is based in Lebanon + issue - In 1982, Israel invaded Lebanon and occupied a
strip of south Lebanon. Hezbollah was then founded by the Muslim clerics in the region and was
funded by Iran to harass Israeli occupation.
 India is to become a non-permanent member at the UNSC in 2021. Along with 5 permanent
members [China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom, and the United States], there are 10
non-permanent members at the UNSC. A non-permanent member holds term for two years. In order
to become a non-permanent member, a country should gain confidence of at least two-thirds of the
members. T S Trimurti is to succeed Syed Akbaruddin as the permanent representative of the
United Nations.
 PM Modi will attend the NAM Summit representing India through a video conference. This is the
first NAM Summit being attended by the Mr Modi since he was sworn in as the Prime Minister in
2014. The NAM is Non-Aligned Movement forum of 120 developing countries. After the United
Nations, NAM is the largest grouping of states. The Non-Aligned Movement was founded and held
its first conference (the Belgrade Conference) in 1961. Azerbaijan as current chair of the Non
Aligned Movement. NAM does not have a formal constitution or permanent secretariat, and its
administration is non-hierarchical and rotational. Decisions are made by consensus, which requires
substantial agreement, but not unanimity. The purpose of the organization was enumerated in
the Havana Declaration of 1979.
 African Swine Flu = is a double-stranded DNA virus and is a causative agent of African Swine
fever. It infects pigs, warthogs and its natural hosts. The Assam Government confirmed that more
than 2,500 pigs in 306 villages were killed due to African Swine Flu in Assam.
 First Arktika-M satellite to be launched by Russia. The satellite is to be used to monitor Arctic
climate and environment. The data collected by these satellites will help in improving weather
forecasts and will enable scientists to study climate change.
 Operation “Samudra Setu”= launched by Indian Navy. Objectives- to bring back the Indians
that are stranded in Maldives and other countries. The Indian ships Jalashwa and Magar are being
sent to the port of Male, Maldives.
INS Jalashwa - was formerly known USS Trenton. The USS Trenton was bought from the Unites
States in 2006. The ship was renamed as INS Jalashwa after the purchase. Jalashwa in Sanskrit
means “Hippopotamus”. INS Jalashwa is an amphibious warfare ship.[ An amphibious warfare
ship is an amphibious vehicle warship that is employed to land and support ground forces.]
 Russia awards North Korean Leader Kim Jong Un a commemorative war medal= The medal
has been awarded to mark the 75th anniversary of victory over Nazi.
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 Corona Virus Global Response International Pledging Conference = initiated by European
Union. US and Russia did not take part in the conference. China where the virus originated was
represented by its ambassador.
 Toman = New Currency introduced by Iran to tackle Inflation. Rial-earlier unit of currency [one
Toman is equal to 10,000 rials]. Gheran is another new denomination [100 Gheran makes a
Toman].( *Note - Rial will still remain legal.)
 Long March 5B = China’s new Rocket and a deep-space spacecraft to operate a permanent space
station and also to send astronauts to moon. The rocket is a massive vehicle and is being compared
with deep space Orion capsule of NASA. The rocket in the future will help China transport
astronauts to space station by 2022. The rocket launch will also aid China in its plans of building a
huge space station called “Tiangong”.
 India Russia to sign MoU on Coking Coal = India will require 180 million tonnes of coking coal
by 2030-31. The coking coal is to be mainly used to cater steel industry. This comes because the
National Steel Policy aims to increase the steel production by 300 million tonnes by 2030.
 AIIB approves 500 million USD for India. The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB)
is a multilateral development bank that aims to support the building of infrastructure in the AsiaPacific region. As of 16 May 2020, the total number of countries approved for membership of
AIIB is 102 (Regional Members: 44, Non-Regional Members: 36, Prospective Members: 22)..The
bank started operation after the agreement entered into force on 25 December 2015, after
ratifications were received from 10 member states holding a total number of 50% of the initial
subscriptions of the Authorized Capital Stock. It commenced operations in January 2016.The
starting capital of the bank was $100 billion, equivalent to 2⁄3 of the capital of the Asian
Development Bank and about half that of the World Bank. The bank was proposed by China in
2013. Headquarters= Beijing, China. India is not only one of the founding members of AIIB but is
also the 2nd largest shareholder in AIIB. China –highest shareholding.
 External Affairs Minister of India attends Shanghai Cooperation Organization [SCO]
meeting = a Eurasian political, economic, and security alliance, the creation of which was
announced on 15 June 2001 [ SCO Charter, formally establishing the organization, was signed in
June 2002 and entered into force on 19 September 2003.]In Shanghai, China. The Shanghai
Cooperation Organization was formed in 2003. It members = 8 countries [ Kazakhstan, China,
Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, India and Pakistan] Headquarters =Beijing, China It
covers three-fifths of the Eurasian continent.
 Baltic Travel Bubble =The Baltic countries have opened their borders to one another creating
“travel bubble”. This is being called the Baltic Travel Bubble. Map based questions = The Baltic
Countries are those countries that are in the Northern Europe and in the eastern coast of Baltic sea.
The countries that are referred to Baltic state include Estonia, Lithuania and Latvia.

 “Hanko” = The Hanko is a personal stamp of Japan. It is equivalent to signature in other
countries. The tradition is gaining criticism in Japan post COVID-19 period.Hanko stamping is
essential in Japan for several transactions. There are specific types of Hanko stampings such as
circular and square. They are mandatory in bank documents, government authorization and even in
several day to day activities.
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 Nepal approves new Map = included the territories of Kalapani, Lipuleh and Limpiyadhura. In
October 2019, India issued a new political map that included Lipulekh and Kalapani on its side of
border.
In 1816, the kingdom of Nepal and British India signed the Treaty of Sugauli under which Kali
River was fixed as the Western Border of Nepal. The issue has arisen in locating the source of the
river that led to boundary disputes between India and Nepal. Both the countries are supporting their
own claims.
India recently inaugurated a road section in Pithogarh district of Uttarakhand. According to
India, under treaty of Sugauli, Limpiyadhura is the point of origin of Kali river. It is the point
where Nepal border begins.
Kali river originates in Sivaliks ranges. The Himalayas are divided into three ranges namely
Himadri, Himachal and Sivalik. The river is under India’s clean up target of National Ganga River
Basin Authority.[*note = locate these places and river on map]
 “Resolution on COVID-19 response” = World Health Organization announced that it will
initiate independent review in handling COVID-19 pandemic.
 Open Skies treaty = USA announced that to withdraw from Open Skies treaty. Treaty signed in
1992 & came into effect in 2002.
The treaty established an aerial surveillance system for its participants. There are 34 members
that signed the treaty. Both US and Russia are signatories of the treaty. The treaty establishes an
region of unarmed aerial observation. The observation is allowed over the territories of the
signatories. It enhances mutual understanding and gives confidence to all participants.
USA last year also exit from Intermediate range Nuclear Force [INF]
 Russia constructs its first Stealth Bomber Under its Perspective Aviation Complex for Long
Range Aviation (PAKDA) programme = The Stealth Bomber is one such advancement. The
bomber is the second-generation combat aircraft after Sukhoi Su-57 supersonic fighter jet.The
PAKDA programme is to use latest technologies to reduce its radar signature. This will make
Russian weapons and bombers invisible to enemies. The first test flight of PAKDA bomber is to be
conducted in 2021-22.
Recently India and Russia signed 14 Memorandums of Understanding = included production of
S400 missiles and production of Kamov helicopters and Kalashnikov rifles.
 Slovenia has become the 1st coronavirus-free country in Europe.
 NASA’s Artemis = First Human Base Camp on moon’s south pole by 2024. It aims at placing first
woman and next man on the moon.
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SPORTS
 Commonwealth Youth Games postponed to 2023 = The Commonwealth Youth Games is an
international sport event that is organized by the Commonwealth Games Federation. The first
commonwealth games were held in Edinburgh, Scotland. The Commonwealth games is being
conducted since 2000. It was then conducted in 2004, 2008, 2011, 2015 and 2017. The 2008
Commonwealth youth games were conducted in Pune, India.
 Under 17 FIFA Women World Cup to begin in 2021 = India is to host the game in 2021. The
FIFA Women’s World Cup has been taking place since 1991. It has been scheduled once in four
years. So far, six countries have hosted women’s world cup. Both China and US have hosted the
tournament twice. The other countries that have hosted the tournament includes Germany, France,
Sweden and Canada.
 Bundesliga of Germany= World’s first sports competition after COVID-19 lock down. The
Bundesliga is the primary football league in Germany. It has the highest stadium attendance
worldwide. The game was begun in 1963. The Bundesliga is number one football league in the
world in terms of attendance
 ICC bans use of saliva to shine a Cricket Ball due to the threats of COVID-19.
 Mizoram provides industrial status to Sports to attract investment in the Sports industry.
 China has won the 1st edition of FIDE Chess.com Online Nations Cup beating USA in the finals

PERSONS IN NEWS
 Rishi Kapoor died of Leukemia = Won National Film Award for best child artist in “mera nam
joker” movie.
 Mustafa Al Kadhimi = Iraq new Prime Minister.
 Dia Mirza = UNEPs Goodwill Ambassador of India extended till 2022. The actress is also
United Nations Sustainability Development Goal Advocate. Term of service of Good will
Ambassador is for 2 years. UNICEF has the largest number of ambassadors which is 300.
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PLACES IN NEWS – SUMMITS/CONFERENCE
 Vizag Gas Tragedy = Styrene Gas leaked from LG Polymers Plant in Vishakhapatnam. Styrene is
a chemical compound identified as neuro-toxins. It is also known as Vinyl Benzene, Ethyl
Benzene and Phenyl Benzene. Styrene Gas is colourless and odourless. The gas spreads in air
very quickly. Health Impacts = The Styrene gas affects respiratory system. It causes chest
congestion, gasping, air hunger and wheezing. It slowly paralyses the lung muscles causing
complete respiratory paralysis. This leads to death due to oxygen deprivation.NGT held it liable
according to the Principle of “Strict Liability” of 19th century English law.
According to Strict Liability Principle, a company or a party is not liable and does not require to
pay compensation in case hazardous substance leaks out from its premises. The leakage is
considered accident. The strict liability evolved in 1868 and provides exemptions from assuming
liability.

IMPORTANTS DATES & EVENTS
 World Tuna Day = May 2 = observed by the United Nations to spread the importance of
conservation of the Tuna Fish species.
 International Astronomy Day = May 2 = celebrated twice a year. Once on September 26 and other
on May 2.
 World Asthma Day = May 5
 May 8-9 = Day of Remembrance and Reconciliation for Those who Lost their Lives during
Second World War. The day was declared in 2004 as was commemorated by the United Nations.
VE Day is called the Victory in Europe Day. The day is widely marked in Europe on May 8. This
year the 75th anniversary is being commemorated to end hostilities in Europe.
 World Thalassemia Day = May 8. Thalassemia is genetic blood disorder that is characterized by
abnormal haemoglobin production. There are two major types of Thalassemia namely Alpha
Thalassemia and Beta Thalassemia.
 World Migratory Bird Day = May 9 = It is an UNEPs annual campaign that creates awareness
about the need to conserve migratory birds and their habitats. The World Migratory Day was first
introduced in 2006 at the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild animals.
 National Technology Day = May 11. On May 11, India tested its first successful Shakti-I nuclear
missile. The missile was tested in the Indian Army Pokhran Test Range, Rajasthan. The operation
was called “Operation Shakti”. After the testing of Shakti-I nuclear missile, India also successfully
tested two nuclear weapons.
 International Nurse Day = May 12. The birth anniversary of Florence Nightingale is celebrated as
the International Nurse Day.
 International Day of Light = May 16 = celebrated by UNESCO. The day is being celebrated to
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mark the first successful operation of LASER in 1960. The first successful LASER operation was
done by an engineer and physicist Theodore Maiman.
 World Bee Day = May 20 = The World Bee Day is celebrated by united nation to commemorate
the birthday of Slovenian apiculture pioneer Anton Jansa.
 International Tea Day = May 21
 National Anti-Terrorism Day = May 21= The day is observed to mark the death anniversary of the
former prime minister Rajiv Gandhi.
 International Day for Biological Diversity = May 22. Celebrated on May 22 to commemorate the
adoption of convention at Rio Earth Summit.
 World Hunger Day = May 28.
 International Day of UN Peacekeepers = May 29
 World No Tobacco Day = May 31 = The World No Tobacco Day initiative was adopted in 1987
by the WHO.
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STATES IN NEWS


“Vesak”= May 7= the Day of Full Moon is the most sacred day to the Buddhists all over the
world. On this day, Lord Gautham Buddha attained enlightenment. The Day is commemorated
by the United Nations every year. The Day if being celebrated by the United Nations since 2000.

 Pranavayu Programme = The Bengaluru City Corporation recently launched “Pranavayu
Programme” to create awareness about the respiratory health of Bengaloreans.
 “FIR Aapke Dwar Yojana” = launched by Madhya Pradesh.= Under the scheme, a person need
not go to the police station to dodge a complaint. The scheme has deployed the head constables to
register the complaints from the people. The scheme will also enable on spot FIR registrations.
When the complaints are serious, they will be forwarded to senior officers. Madhya Pradesh is the
first state in the country to launch such an innovative scheme on police subject.
 Jal Jeevan Mission = J&K, Haryana to provide [drinking water]Tap Connections to all by 2022.
 Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay Yojana = by Chhattisgarh. The scheme will infuse Rs 5,100 crores
into the rural economy of the state. This is to be done through Direct Benefit Transfer. Under the
scheme, the farmers are to be paid Rs 10,000 per acre for the crops such as sugarcane, corn and
paddy.
 Charan Paduka Initiative = First of its kind launched in Madhya Pradesh for the migrant workers
passing through the state. Under the campaign the migrant workers were provided with shoes and
slippers to reduce their pain.
 KHUDOL initiative of Manipur = United Nations DECLARED India’s KHUDOL INITIATIVE
as one of Top 10 Global Initiatives to fight COVID-19. KHUDOL is an initiative of a NGO called
Ya_All. Under the initiative, the NGO provides food, hygiene and health of LGBTQ community,
daily wage workers, people with AIDS.
 State Health Register to be launched by Karnataka Government = to collect data of all its
citizens. The register is first of its kind in the country.
 Herbal Roads Project = by Uttar Pradesh Government. Under the project, the state government
is to plant trees that have medicinal values on either sides of the roads. The herbal trees to be
planted include Neem, Peepal, Sehjan, etc. The plants will provide raw materials to medicines and
will also help in preventing erosion of land.
 Rozgar Setu Scheme launched by Madhya Pradesh for skilled workers = The Rozgar Setu
scheme will provide employment to migrant workers that have returned to their homes. The scheme
is to conduct a complete survey on population of the state.
 Chhattisgarh has topped the list of states in terms of providing jobs under the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) after providing employment
to 18.52 lakh labourers amid the nationwide lockdown due to COVID-19 pandemic.
 An “Exit App” has been launched by the West Bengal government for people from other states
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who are stucked in West Bengal amid the nationwide lockdown and desires to return to their native
place.
 Madhya Pradesh has become the 1st state in the country to provide mid-day meal ration.
Distribution of the mid-day Meal ration with the help of Anganwadi workers, Panchayat
representatives and local teachers was taken in sending ration to the students at their home after the
school closing in April.
 Uttar Pradesh goverment has launched a “Pravasi Raahat Mitra” App to connect migrants with
schemes and jobs. The app, developed in coordination with the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP).
 Uttarakhand Government has launched “HOPE” (Helping Out People Everywhere) portal to
help unemployed youth to get jobs opportunities.
 West Bengal Government has launched ‘Matir Smristi’ scheme to utilise 50,000 acres of barren
land in 6 districts to generate income activities in horticulture and pisciculture involving the locals.
 “Mee Annapurna” initiative has been launched in Maharashtra by an IRDA licensed insurance
intermediary “Integrated Risk Insurance”. “Mee Annapurna” is a commitment of Integrated Risk
Insurance to the Bhoomiputra’s of Atmanirbhar Maharashtra in order to uplift the farming
community by providing them long term sustainable programme for the continuity of their income.
 “Didi Vehicle Service” has been launched by the women of Rural Livelihood Mission in the
tribaldominated Jhabua district of Madhya Pradesh. The service has been launched for rural women
for the safe delivery, hence proving to be a lifeline for pregnant rural women in tribal areas.
 Uttarakhand became the 1st state in India to release a report highlighting its conservation efforts
to save over 1,100 rare plants from extinction.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
 ATULYA: Microwave sterilizer to disintegrate COVID-19 developed by the Defence Institute of
Advanced Technology, deemed university operating under Defence Research and Development
Organization[DRDO].
 YASH Programme [Year of Awareness on Science and Health] launched by Department of
Science and Technology = nodal agency - The National Council for Science and Technology
Communication (NCSTC) + YASH is a comprehensive science and health communication initiative
to promote grass-root level response on health.
 The Indian Scientists at the Indian Institute of Geomagnetism has developed fluid simulation code
to study electric field structure in the magnetosphere of the earth. Magnetosphere = area of space,
around a planet, that is controlled by the planet's magnetic field. The shape of the
Earth's magnetosphere is the direct result of being blasted by solar wind.
 The United States Food and Drug Regulatory body [USFDA] recently allowed emergency use of
anti-viral investigational vaccine Remdesivir to treat COVID-19 patients. Remdesivir was
developed to treat Ebola virus and Marburg virus. However, it was found to be ineffective in
treating these diseases. WHO had launched 4 mega trials to treat COVID-19. It includes
Remdesivir, HCQ (Hydroxychloroquine), combination of Lopinavir and Ritonavir and
Interferon-beta along with the combination of Lopinavir and Ritonavir.
 eCovSens = a non-invasive bio-sensor testing device called eCovSens to detect COVID-19 virus in
saliva samples. It is developed by National Institute of Animal Biotechnology.
 COVID Toe = According to the study, COVID Toe was observed in 19% of patients infected with
COVID19. The dermatologists call the red rashes as Pseudo-Chilblain lesions. They are small red
and itchy patches that occur on the fingers and toes when exposed to cold.
 Human monoclonal Antibodies (hmAbs) = The Council of Scientific and Industrial Research
(CSIR) under its New Millennium Indian Technology Leadership Initiative (NMITLI) starts
developing this . These antibodies will neutralise COVID-19 virus in patients. The monoclonal
neutralizing antibodies were first developed by Israel. Till now only polyclonal antibodies have
been invented. Israel was the first to isolate monoclonal antibodies. Monoclonal antibodies is the
antibodies are recovered from a single recovered cell. The NMITLI is the largest PPP (Publicprivate partnership) model of Research and Development programme in the country.
 A Sero Survey = is testing of blood serum of individuals and determine the presence of antibodies
against COVID-19. It is conducted by The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) and
NCDC (National Centre for Disease Control). The survey will help to learn about the prevalence
of COVID-19 infection.
 Men are more vulnerable to COVID-19 than women = According to research published in the
European Heart Journal The ACE2 enzyme in the human body is the key factor that enables the
COVID-19 to infect human cells. The study has found out that levels of ACE2 enzymes are more in
men than in women. ACE2 enzyme [ angiotensin Converting Enzyme 2] lies in the outer surface
of cells of lungs, heart, kidneys. The primary function of the enzyme is to regulate the transport of
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amino acids (amino acids are formed from digestion of proteins).
 CSIR and AYUSH Ministry begin clinical trials of four Ayurvedic Drugs[Ashwagandha,
Guduchi + Pippali, Yashtimadhu and AYUSH-64] =
1.AYUSH-64= is an ayurvedic anti-malarial drug. The drug has proved its efficiency in treating
malaria. In 1984, western Rajasthan was affected badly due to malaria. The drug was highly
effective as it proved its efficiency in more than 3,600 cases. Also, in 1995 Assam was affected due
to similar epidemic. The AYUSH-64 drug again proved its efficacy in treating 10,000 malaria
affected people. The drug is made of natural ingredients alone.
2. Ashwagandha = It is usually consumed to increase immunity of the body against cold, cough and
viral infections. Ashwagandha is a leaf.
3. Guduchi = is an Ayurvedic root. It possesses antipyretic, anti-cancer, anti-oxidant properties. It
helps to fight respiratory issues and also heal digestive problems. Pippali is a medicinal herb. The
root of the herb is used. It is used to improve blood circulation and treat asthma.
4. Yashtimadhu = is a stem. It is used to heal sore throat, irritation in the throat and cough. Apart
from this, it also has ulcer fighting properties.
 COBAS 6800 = India’s first automated COVID-19 testing machine. The machine is completely
automated and performs high end RT-PCR tests. The machine will help to increase the testing
capacity of the country. The machine was developed by Roche Diagnostics.
 Parkinson’s disease = is a neurodegenerative disease and so far, no cure has been found to heal
the disease. The Scientists of IIT Dhanbad and CSIR have found a technique to monitor the
aggregation of ASyn protein. The aggregation of protein called Alpha Synuclein (ASyn) has a
crucial role in causing the disease. The aggregation of this protein leads to the death of the neuronal
cells of the Parkinson’s patients.
 Light Weight Carbon Foam Batteries developed by CSIR that will replace lead batteries. The
carbon foam is easy to fabricate, non-toxic and affordable. = The Carbon foams are porous. The
pores in the batteries help increase efficiency. The micro cells completely make a new type of
electrolyte structure. Hence, the power, energy and life cycle of the batteries increases. Carbon
Foam batteries have better life cycle as compared to the lead-acid batteries. It is also useful to
make heat sink, electromagnetic interference shielding in aerospace, electrode for lead-acid
batteries, hydrogen storage and water purification systems. They are built three-fifth the cost
of other advanced batteries. The world’s first carbon foam manufacturing unit was set up in
Gujarat in 2011.
 Injectable Silk-Fibroin based Hydrogel developed by Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced
Scientific Research [JNCASR] to deliver sustained insulin to diabetic patients. Fibroin is an
insoluble protein. Silk has two proteins in its raw state called sericin and fibroin. The fibroin is
produced by silk worm. It has three chains and light and heavy glycoprotein. A Hydrogel is a
network of polymer chains. They are made of polyvinyl alcohol, acrylate polymers and sodium
polyacrylate and copolymers.
 “Agappe Chitra Magna” = a magnetic nano particle based RNA extraction kit launched by
Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Science and Technology operating under
Department of Science and Technology.

 Antarctic Impulsive Transient Antenna (ANTIA) = The NASA researchers have found high
energy particles erupting from ice in the Antarctic region. The researchers believe that these
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particles are proof to parallel universe. The ANTIA is high-energy cosmic neutrino that detects
radio pulses that are being emitted by Antarctic ice sheet. The neutrinos in the ice produce radio
pulses due to Askaryan effect. Askaryan Effect is the phenomenon where a particle travelling at a
velocity faster than light in a dense electric medium, produces shower of secondary charged
particles. The dense electric medium can be ice, salt of lunar regolith.
 The SPHERE instrument of the Very Large Telescope has captured the birth of new planet in
the AB Aurigae star system recently. This is the first time in human history the birth of a star
is being witnessed. Very Large Telescope, also called VLT is located in European Southern
Observatory, northern Chile.
 Existence of Earth like planet orbiting Proxima Centauri confirmed = The planet is revolving
Proxima Centauri star in the Alpha Centauri star system. Proxima Centauri is located 4.2 light
years away from the sun. It is a red dwarf star and is one-eighth the mass of the sun. The Proxima b
was discovered in 2016 simply as a planet that is revolving Proxima Centauri. The recent discovery
says that the planet is similar to that of the earth.
 A Non Invasive BiPAP Ventilator “SwasthVayu” has been developed by CSIR-National
Aerospace Laboratories, Bangalore to treat COVID-19 patients.
 NASA has renamed its next-generation space telescope “Wide-Field Infrared Survey Telescope
(WFIRST)”, which is set to launch in 2025, in honour of Nancy Grace Roman.
 A Tiger tests positive of COVID-19 in the US Zoos on high alert in the country. This is the first
time COVID-19 infections are reported on an animal.
 Feline Coronavirus = Cats are affected by a specific class of coronavirus called the feline
coronavirus. Unlike the SARS CoV 2 feline corona -viruses are transmitted through faecal- oral
route.

FESTIVALS/GI TAGS
 Ankurarpanam festival = Festival of seed sowing at tirumala temple , andhra Pradesh.
 Sangai festival = Manipur
 Hornbill festival = called as(festival of festival) Nagaland
 Solung festival = agro-based festival is celebrated by the Adi tribe in Arunachal Pradesh
 Sajibu Cheiraoba = Manipur. To mark the beginning of a new year.
 Chapchar Kut festival = Mizoram. A spring festival after completing jhum cultivation.
 Losar festival = ladakh( UT) beginning of New Year in this Himalayan region.
 Wangala Festival – Meghalaya. Annual Hundred Drums festival.
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BOOKS
 “The lckabog” Book by British author J.K. Rowling. The Ickabog is her first children’s book
since Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows was published in 2007.
 ‘Vijyant at Kargil: The Life of a Kargil Hero’ = authored by Vijyant’s father Colonel VN
Thapar and writer Neha Dwivedi, a martyr’s daughter. This book is a biography of Vir Chakra
awardee (posthumously) Captain Vijyant Thapar.
 ‘Finding Freedom: Harry and Meghan and the Making of A Modern Royal Family’ = written
by royal reporters Omid Scobie and Carolyn Durand. This is first biopic on Prince Harry and
Meghan Markle’s life.
 “Wuhan Diary: Dispatches from a Quarantined City” = authored by Chinese literary writer
Fang Fang.
 ‘Hop On: My Adventures on Boats, Trains and Planes’ = by Ruskin Bond.
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MISCELLANEOUS( imp )
 GI Tag
1. Manipur Black Rice = The rice has higher weight and is black in colour mainly due to the
anthocyanin agent.
2. Gorakhpur Terracotta = The potters of the town make animal figures like elephants, horses.
3. Kovilpatti Kadalai Mittai = a pea nut candy made in southern parts of Tamil Nadu.
4. Kashmir Saffron = The Kashmir Saffron is the only saffron in the world that is grown at an
altitude of 1,600 metres.
5. Sohrai Khovar Painting = traditional and ritualistic mural art. The painting is practiced only in
the districts of Hazaribagh, Jharkhand. It is created only during marriage and harvest seasons.
The tribal women use naturally available soils of different colours.
6. Telia Rumal = The Telia Rumal is made of complex handmade work over cotton loomed cloth
at telangana.
 IDEAthon launched by Jal Shakti ministry = It focuses on “The Future of River Management” to
explore how the COVID-19 crisis will change the river management strategies.
 UV Blaster = Disinfection Tower for chemical free and rapid disinfection developed by DRDO.
 For the first time in India More rural Internet users than Urban according to The Internet and
Mobile Association of India report. Active internet users in rural India have increased by 10% as
compared to that of urban India. This is the first time in Indian history the number of rural
internet users have surpassed urban internet users. India has also become the second largest
internet user after China. The female internet users were higher than that of the male internet
users.
 Vandhe Bharat Mission = The Biggest Evacuation Exercise begins for bringing stranded Indians
from all over the world. The entire Vandhe Bharat Mission is to be led by Air India.
 “Mission Sagar”= Government of India has launched “Mission Sagar”, an outreach programme
amidst COVID-19 pandemic. Aims at providing food items, Ayurvedic medicines related to
COVID-19, HCQ tablets to Maldives, Madagascar, Seychelles and Comoros. The operation is being
conducted under close cooperation of Ministry of Defence and Ministry of External Affairs. The
mission has been deployed under close consonance with the India’s vision “SAGAR” in the Indian
Ocean.
 “The Resistance Front” = is the new name of terror group in Kashmir. The group is made of
existing terror groups such as Jais-e-Mohammad, Hizbul Mujahidin, LeT (Lashkar-e-Taiba) and AlBadr.
 NSAFE = First antimicrobial and washable Face Mask.
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 National Land Management Corporation recommended by National Infrastructure Pipeline Task
Force to help to monetize state-owned surplus lands in a systematic way. The Task Force
recommends to set up the corporation under Companies Act. The Corporation will also manage
the lands that are owned by the Government of India.
 Dry Ice is a solid form of carbon dioxide. It is used as cooling agent. The main advantage of dry
ice is that its temperature is lower than that of water ice.
 COVID KAVACH = India’s first indigenous ELISA Test Kit for COVID-19. Jointly developed
by Indian Council of Medical Research & National Institute of Virology. The kit validated the
indigenous IGG ELISA test called “COVID KAVACH ELISA”.
 Maharashtra CM Uddhav Thackeray to enter Legislature
The Constitutional Features = The Article 164 of the Constitution provides every provision for a
Chief Minister of a state. According to the article, any person who has the support of majority of the
elected members of the legislative assembly shall be appointed as the CM by the governor of the
state. In this case, if the person is not the member of the legislative assembly, or if he has lost the
general election, he can still be appointed as the CM provided he has the support of majority of the
members. However, he has to win an election within 6 months.
 Suraksha Store Initiative = The Department of Consumer Affairs operating under Ministry of
Consumer Affairs and Food and Public Distribution launched Suraksha Store Initiative. It aims at
health and safety of the citizens during lockdown.
 Gaganyaan Mission = is a crewed space programme of ISRO. Under the programme, three air
force pilots will be carried to space. The crewed mission is to be launched in December 2021. Along
with the crew, a female looking robot Vyommitra is to accompany the astronauts. The robot will
provide warnings if the environmental changes within the cabin gets uncomfortable to the
astronauts.The Indian Space Research Organization have identified 17 technologies at lower costs
from Indian start ups to use in Gaganyaan mission.
 “Troglomyces twitteri” = A new parasitic fungus was discovered by a Denmark biologist called
“Troglomyces twitteri”. The fungus has been named after Twitter as it was discovered in Twitter.
The Fungi belongs to the order called Laboulbeniales.
 5 Star Rating of Garbage Free Cities = launched by Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs.
Around 5 cities were given 5-star rating. This includes Ambikapur, Surat, Rajkot, Mysuru, Indore
and Navi Mumbai.
 The sun has reached into a state of ‘solar minimum’. It has been more than 100 days since sun has
shown zero sunspots. The sun is to enter into the deepest period of ‘sunshine recession’.The cycle
of the sun lasts for 11 years. This is called Solar Cycle. Solar minimum does not mean that sun
becomes dull or its activity reduces. It simply means that the sun is changing forms. The sun spots
fade away every 11 years.The Solar Cycle is also called the Solar Magnetic Activity Cycle. It exists
for 11 years and is measured in terms of number of sun spots on the surface. Sunspots were
observed in the early 17th century. It was first observed by Galileo Galilei.
 Coir Geo Textiles approved for rural road construction under Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana.
Coir Geotextiles are made of coir and last up to 3 to 5 years. The coir geotextiles degrades into
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humus. This enriches the soil. Geo Textiles are permeable fabrics that have the ability to filter,
separate, reinforce, drain and protect. They are made from polypropylene.
 India became the second largest producer of Personal Protective Equipment in the world.
China is the leading producer of PPE in the world.
 New Fresh water fish “Punitus Sanctus” found in Velankanni, Tamil Nadu. The Genus Punitus is
locally known as Kende in Tamil Nadu and Paral in Kerala. The Punitus belongs to the family of
Cyprindae. Cyprindae is a family of fresh water fish. They are collectively called Cyprinids. The
family includes barbs, goldfish, bitterlings and carps.
 “iTurmeric FinCloud” = is a cloud-ready, API-first, microservices-based platform which has been
launched by the Intellect Design Arena Ltd. This platform has been launched through IBM public
cloud and will enable the new digital banks’ systems to be tested and run in isolation or in parallel
with core legacy systems.
 Union Minister for Road Transport, Nitin Gadkari has inaugurated the 440 metre-long tunnel as
part of the Chardham Connectivity Project in Chamba. The tunnel has been developed by the
Border Roads Organisation (BRO).
 Facebook has launched a home-to-home fundraiser concert, ‘I For India’. Facebook has
collaborated with some of the biggest stars in India and Bollywood for this.
 Central Armed Police Forces will sell only indigenous products in their canteens from 01st June
2020.
 Israel has named a street in Tel Aviv as ‘Tagore Street’ after the celebrated Indian poet
Rabindranath Tagore as a tribute on his 159th birthday on 08 May.
 Legendary singer Lata Mangeskar has sung a song titled as JAYTU BHARATAM saluting the
spirit of Atma Nirbhar Bharat.
 Department of Information and Public Relations, J&K has started an initiative “SUKOON –
COVID-19 Beat the Stress” programme to spread awareness about the psychological impact of
lockdown and measures to be adopted to overcome them.
 Government notified International Financial Services Centres Authority [IFSCA]. HQ =
Gandhinagar. Objective = to regulate all financial services in international financial service
centre.[IFSC].
 DigiPivot’= Google India has launched a skill programme for women.
 Puhahonu volcano[hawaiian]= biggest and hottest shield volcano. [earlier mauna loa was
largest shield volcano]
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